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Agenda 

Time Topic 

~ 30 min OPC and APROL OPC Server Basics 

~ 15 min Installation 

~ 2h 30min Configuration, examples and tests 

Aimed level for the workshop 

Beginner Expert 



Common Information 

OPC  
• old:   OLE for Process Control 

• Since 1996:  Open Platform Communications 

Standardized software interface 

Communication of data between control devices from different 

manufacturers 

No additional programming of the interface necessary 

Each value is recorded with timestamp and status 

 

Usecases 

• Display process data in an Excel spreadsheet 

• Archive data in a database 

• Process data in a production planning system 



APROL OPC Server 

Supports Data Access 2.0 specification 

Iosys OPC interface 

Running on a windows based system 

• Windows XP 

• Windows Server 2008 

• Windows 7 

Read and write access to process variables 

Configuration in APROL 

Server starts and stops automatically by OPC client 

Read access to 5000 process variables within a second 



General: single runtime system 



Installation on Windows 

Run installer  

• APROL <= R3.6: OPC Server Version V3.7.0.0 

• APROL       R4.0: OPC Server Version V4.0.0.1 
 

Automatic registration during the installation 

Command for manual registration 

• CMD AprolOPC.exe /RegServer 



Configuration in APROL 

Open APROL-System in CaeManager 

 

APROL connections  OPC connections 

 



Configuration in APROL 



Configuration in APROL 

Creating OPC Variables 

 



Configuration file 

Config file AprolOPC.cfg 

Neccessary for the APROL OPC Server 

 

2 possibilities of creation 

• Generated by CaeManager (result from the inputs of the OPC connection) 

/home/<engin>/ENGIN/EXCHANGE 

• Manually created configuration 

 

Target directory on the Windows system 

• <Instdir>/cnf/ 



Configuration file 

 



Example 

Install OPC Server on your system 

 

Create a new OPC connection in APROL 

 

Create logic using the OPC Gateway variables 

 

Install OPC Client 

• Matrikon OPC-Explorer 

• Excel Client 

 

Test connection to the server 
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